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THREE WITNESSES IN HEAVEN. 


1 John v. 7. 


For there are three that bear record in heaven, the 


Father, the Word, and the 125 Ghoſt : and theſe 
three are one. 


UR defign from theſe words is to prove, That 
the epiſtle in which they are found, was written 
after the apoſtle John had been favoured with that | 
wonderful viſion in Patmos, emphatically called 7% 
Revelation; and, That he ſaw in that viſion, and 
teſtified the things which are here aſſerted: which 
alſo made ſuch impreſſion on his mind, that he 
could not but ſpeak of them again. If theſe points 
can be cleared, nothing more will be neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh the authenticity and divine inſpiration of this 
text; though the tranſcribers of ſome ancient MSS, 
either throvgh 1 inattention, ignorance of its meaning, 
or malevolence, omitted to inſert it: after which, we 
ſhall endeavour to clucidate. the deſign of this very 
inſtructive and animating part of (cripture. 

To prove our firſt point, That this epiſtle wag 
written after the Revelation, we begin with obſerving; 
that though the Revelation is placed laſt in the ſacred 
canon, and was certainly the laſt prophecy, of any 
confiderable length, which God gave his church; 
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4 Of the time when the Firſt 


yet nothing appears in the ſolemn concluſion, or in 
any other part of that wonderiul book, that can prove 
it to be the laſt written, On the contrary, it does 


not appear that our author wrote any thing for the 


uſe of, the churches, till he received an order from 
God to write the whole of the Reyelation, chap. i. 


11, 19.; and till after he had been commanded to 


write, at the beginning of every one of the ſcven 


epiſtles, chap. ii. and iii.; and on other ſpecial OC- 


caſions in that viſion, chap. xiv. 13. XiX. 9. and 


Xxi. g. 

It is generally apprehended that the Revelation 
was written A. D. 96; fee my Remarks on the three 
firſt chapters of that book, p. 83. But whether the 
Goſpel of John, which eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ſays was 
publiſhed at the earneſt requeſt of the church at 


Epheſus, was written A. D. 97, as Dr. Cave under- 


derſtands the time; at 98, as Mr. Jones apprehends; 
or at 100, as Mr. Dupin ſuppoſes, may neither be | 


_ eaſy nor neceſſary to determine. But as they all fix 
the date of it, beyond the utmoſt time in which it 
was ever ſuppoſed that the Revelation was written; 


ſo when the church at Epheſus had read that viſion, 
and eſpecially his epiſtle to them, with aſtoniſhment 
and delight, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that they would 
ſolicit our apoſtle, to add to the record which the 
other three evangeliſts had borne to Chriſt, ſome of 
theſe paſſages in his life, and ſome wonderful diſcourſes 
which they had omitted; but which they had often 
heard from his lips. And when the Spirit of God 
had taught him to ſelect thoſe words and works of 
Chriſt, which were to be tranſmitted to the lateſt 
ages, (ſee John xx. 30, 31. and xxi. 25.) perhaps he 
might alſo ſtimulate him to give this ſacred treaſure 
to the churches, by a repeated impreſſion of theſe 
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Epiſtle of John was woritten. 4 


words upon his mind, Write the things which thou 
baſt ſeen; and which no man, now living, is fo well 
qualified to write as thyſelf, Rev. i. 19. What thoſe 
words and works of Chriſt are which he accordingly 
added to the record of the other three evangeliſts, may 
be ſeen in Dr. Doddridge's, or any other ſenſible 
harmony of the four goſpels ; from which we may 
ſec, at one view, what thoſe paſſages were in the life 
of Chriſt, which the Holy Ghoſt eminently impreſſed 
upon our author's mind, after he had ſeen his glory 
in Patmos. 
But as John wrote his gel, no doubt he might 
write his epiſtles too, and eſpecially this, after his 
return from Patmos; and the following reaſons iti 
me N he did, viz. 
In the midſt of the viſion in Patmos, after he 
bad eaten the 7e book, it was ſaid to him, Rev. x. 
11. Thou muſt propheſy again before many peoples, and 
nations, and tongues, and kings. Now though a man 
between eighty and ninety years old, might pro- 
pheſy before ſome, it does not ſeem probable that he 
ſhouid have opportunity, or ſtrength literally to pro- 
pheſy before many peoples, nations, tongues, and 
kings, any otherwiſe than by his writings, after he had 
enjoyed that viſion. | 
2, In this cpillle he refers to what he had written 
in the Revelation. He ſpeaks indeed of the preſent 
epiſtle, when he ſays, chap. ii. 26, and v. 13. Theſe 
things have Ivoritien, unto you that believe on the name 
of the Sou of God, concerning them that ſeduce you : but 
when he both ſays, chap.” 11. 13, 14. T write, and 
1 Have written unto you, fathers and young men, the 
the latter phraſes muſt either refer to ſome thin 
written before, or they are a tautology. We find 
nothing, however, in his goſpel to which theſe words 
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6 The Fi Epiſtle of Jon 


can relate; but in the Revelation he had ſpoken 
twelve times of the elders, and ſaid ſuch things 
of them as peculiarly demand the attention of 
aged Chriſtians ; therefore he ſays, J have written 
unto you, fathers : and having there alſo ſpoken 
much of the ſaints overcoming their enemies; an 
idea (not indeed appropriated to any age, but) 
which with eminent propriety he applies to young 
men, he might well fay, I have toritten unto you, 
Houng men, becauſe ye are ſtrong ; and the word of God, 
which is the word of your teſtimony, avideth i in you; 
and. Je have overcome the wicked one. 

The dreadful errors which the apoſtle reproves 
in this epiſtle, did not ſpring up till late in the firſt 
century. Trenæus tells us, that John, wrote his 
goſpel againſt the blaſphemies of Cerinibus; who 
did not begin to poiſon the world with his errors till 
A. D. 72, or 80. He denied the Godhead of Chriſt, 
{aid that he was a mere man, begotten by Joſeph in 
the ordinary way of generation; and aſſerted the 
perpetual obligation of the Moſaic law. The 
Gnoſlics alſo, the hateful Nicolaitans, and other here- 
tics united their different forces againſt the Lord 
and againſt his Chriſt, after the above time; ſee the 
epiſtles to the ſeven churches, Rev. chap. ii. and i Ill; 
the ſecond and third epiſtles of John; and the epiſtle 
of Jude. 

4. The manner in which he ſpeaks of wicked 
men and ſeducers, may incline us to believe, that he 
had ſeen the Patmean viſion before he wrote this 
epiſtle. To the ſaints indeed, whom he calls my 
little children and beloved, his addreſs is ſuch as might 
be expected from the man, who had had the whole 
prophetic ſcheme of grace opened to his view; ſoasto 
mature his love to chem, almoſt to the higheſt — 
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the other apoſtles, to eminent tenderneſs; yet even 
hear what thunders break, to predict the dreadtul 


and judgment! He that committeth fin is of the devil; 


that he did, we may judge from what he ſays: of 


nies that Feſus is the Crit: that Jeſus Chriſt is come 


written after ibe Revelation. 


of which mortality is capable; But the more he 
loved, with the more aſperity he ſpeaks of thoſe 
who diſhonour Chriſt; and would ſeduce his ſervants. 
To be candid to error is to be a traitor to Chriſt , 
but, to their honour be 1t remembered, that our 
Lord had made and called the ſons of Zebedee, 
Boauarges, ſons of thunder, Mark iii. 17. James, the 
elder of them, had been cut off, probably the firſt of 
all the apoſtles, for his diſtinguiſhed zeal for the 
chriſtian cauſe, Acts xii. 1, 2. And though nature 
and grace had formed his brother John, who ſurvived 


from his affectionate heart, as from a ſerene ſky, 
ſtorm which will burſt upon the wicked at death 


and the whole world lieth in the wicked one. Gr. 
Again, He that ſaith I know God, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar , and the truth is not in him: 
and if a man ſay J love God, and hateth his brother, 
he allo is a liar; for he that loveth not his br other 
whom he hath ſeen, how can be love God whom he 
hath not ſeen ? Such views reſpecting hypocrites, 
muſt be the more affecting to our apoſtle, if he 
took them after he had ſeen Chrilt i in Patmos ; and 


ſeducers in this epiſtle. 

It was reſerved for the man, be th had had a more 
complete view of He ſon of perdition in Patmos, than 
any other apoſtle had; to call him by this expreſſive 
name anticbriſt, 1 John 1. 18, 22. iv. 3. 2 John 7. 
and is not he the moſt daring of all oppoſers of 
Chriſt, of whom the Holy Ghoſt teſtifies, that he de- 


in the Halb and even denies the Souther and the Thi ? 
This 
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8 The Fir Jo Epifile of John 


This, certainly, is to unite in himſelf all the errors 


and abominations of all thoſe falſe prophets and 
antichriſes, who were his forerunners; and of whom 
the apoſtle ſays, there were many in his days.— 
How exactly this deſcribes popery, is viſible to 
thoſe whom God has taught to know it. Their 
idolatry, like that of the heathens, is a renouncing 
of the true God; and their taking away the ſcrip- 
tures from the laity, and ſetting up unwritten 


traditions, is denying the wiſdom, the holineſs, and 


goodneſs of God; as the doctrine of the merit of 
works denies his omniſcience, his juſtice, and his 
grace. They alſo deny the Son of God, by their 
blaſphemies about the power of the Pope, by the 
ſacrifice of the maſs, and by joining other interceſſors 
with him in heaven; as indeed by their prayers to 


the Virgin Mary, and to ſaints and angels in heaven, 


they confeſs not that it was Jeſus Chriſt who came in 
the fleſh. This is that energy of deluſion, to which God, 
in righteous vengeance, has left the Papiſts who 
receive not the love of the truth, that 9 might be 
ſaved, 2 Thel. ii. 6, 12. Gr. 

But as light thoughts of Chriſt are the ſource of 
the great, and of every other antichriſt, to guard the 
ſaints againſt them, the apoſtle ſays,” 1 John iv. 2, 3. 
2 John 7. Hereby know we the Spirit of God; every 
ſpirit that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, 
is of God; and every ſpirit that confeſſerb not that 


Feſus Chrif is come in the fleſh, is not of God. This is 
a deceiver, and an antichriſt. Theſe words cannot be 


underſtood of Chriſt's human foul, becauſe, (1.) As 
that had no other way of coming into the world, 


bur by coming in the fleſh; ſo it requires no 


peculiar aid of the Spirit of God, to confeſs that a 
mere man was born into the world, (2.) The 
phraſe 


written after the Revelation. 9 


phraſe of coming in the flaſb implies, not only Chriſt's 
pre-extitence ; but alſo ſuch a {ſpontaneity and ſelf- 
direction, as does not apply to the idea of a created 
{pirit. But he who ſhewed at mount Sinai, that he 
had a right to appear in the proper majeſty of 
Godhead, ſaw proper, in the fulneſs of time, to 
come in ibe fleſh, as the only way in which he could 
ſave clect ſinners from eternal death. (z.) Jeſus 
Chriſt is the name, not of a mere man, but of that 
Mord which was with God, and was God, even of 
Immanuel; who felt himſelf in full poſſeſſion of a 
power to age bis life again, when his enemies had 
taken it away : ſuch a power no human ſoul has over 
its own body when dead ; and Chriſt's ſoul had no 
ſuch power; therefore he who could take his 
aſſumed life again, could be no other than that 
God who came, and was mamifeſied in the fleſ ; 
which leads me to add, 

. The dodrines taught in this epiſtle are ſuch as 
he had ſeen in Patmos, more clearly than before; 
eſpecially reſpecting the ruin and recovery of human 
nature; the perſon, offices, and atonement of Chriſt; 
the ſpirit s operations on che hearts of men; z and the 
neceſſity of univerſal holineſs. He ſpeaks 
Of our ruin and recovery, by contraſting their 
cauſes and effects, when he deſcribes men, as they 
have, or have not the Sen of Goa, and conſequently 
have, or have not fe, chap iii. 14. v. 12. The 
former are in the ligt, and abide in it; the latter are 
in nature's darkneſs, and walk in it, becauſe that 
darkneſs has blinded their eyes, chap. ii. 9—11. : the 
one heareth us, ſays the apoſtle; the other, led by 
the ſpirit of error, heareth not us, chap. iv. 6. : the 
one zs of the world; the other of God, chap. iv. 5, 6.: 
the one born of God the other of the devil, Fa ni. 
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11 The Brf Epiſtle of John 


3810. ; of whoſe different works our author had fo 
bd © ſtriking a view in the Revelation. But the reference 
co that viſion is yet more viſible, in what he ſays 

Of the perſon, offices, and atonement of Chriſt. 


to ſhew that he neither thought the former an act 


I! to unite the different glories of both theſe characters, 
5 in his appearance to John in Patmos. 5 
bl! In the beginning and at the cloſe of that viſion, his 


— — 


maſter ſaid to him, [am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the end, the firſt and the laſt, Rev. i. 8. xxii. 13.; 
therefore he ſays, John i. 1. In the beginning was lhe 
Word, and the Word cas withGod,&c. and begins this 
epiſtle, That which was from the beginning, &c. Ob- 
ſerve, when Chriſt ſays of his diſciples that they had 
been with him from the beginning; and when our 
apoſtle ſpeaks of what chriſtians had heard from the 
beginniag, the phraſe am aN from the beginning, is 
neceſſarily limited to a very ſhort time: but the 
ſenſe is infinitely different when our author ſays In- 
the beginning, taken abſolutely; and when he ſpeaks in 
this epiſtle, of 5 zhat thing which, in the neuter gender, 
'viz. that Godhead of Chriſt which nv an" apyns was 
from the beginning, or before all time and worlds; 
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1% His Godhead beamed out more gloriouſly in the 

1 Nevelalion, than even in the days of his fleſn; though 

29 even then, from his calling God Tere io, bis own 
14 Father, his enemies rightly concluded, that he made 
1 himſelf equal with God, John v. 18; as Thomas 

1 declared that he was, chap. xx. 28. But having 
Wt. appeared in the form of God, to give the law at 
1 mount Sinai (Pſal. Ixviii. 17, 18. Eph. iv. 8.) and 
akfterwards in 7e form of a ſervant, in his incarnation; 


of robbery, nor was aſhamed of the latter, he choſe 


which ſtands eſſentially diſtinguiſhed from his 
human nature, which the apoſtles had ſeen with 
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zeritten after the Revelation. 


their eyes, looked upon, and handled'; ſee verſe 1. Ns: 
this epiftle, and chap. ii. 23. iii. 16. and v. 20. 


Our Lord entered upon his offices as a prophet, 
prieft, and king, as ſoon as man had finned ; then 
mediatorial arms caught him, as he was falling 


into eternal fire. Asto his kingly office, left menſhould 
miſtake the mild government of deity under which 


they live, for the lenity of an abſolute God, for this 
end, ſays our Lord, was I born, and for this cau 
came I into the world; that 1 fhorld in word and 


deed, bear witneſs 10 this truth, that I am a king 


media ator, ever ſince the introduction of fin, And 
every one that is of the truth heareth my woice, 
John xviii. 37. And as our author had ſeen Chriſt 
ſtand with his right foot on the ſea, and his left on the 
land, Rev. x. 2.; as he had read on his veſture and 


on his thigh this name written, King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, chap. xix. 16. and plainly ſeen him 


governing the church and the world ; and hereafter 


| Judging the quick and the dead, he might well, in 


this epiſtle. ſpeak of his 100% or commandment 
ſixteen times, as a divine deciſion from which there 


lies no appeal. 


It was alſo after our apoſtle had ſeen the Patmean 
viſion, that he ſaid of Chriſt, John i. 9. this was 
the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. And as he could not but conceive 
highly of his pr ophetic character, when he ſaw him 
in the midſt of the throne ;, and eſpecially when it 
was publiſhed through heaven and earth, that no 
one but he was able or worthy to open, or even 10 


look on the ſeven- ſealed Look ; ſo probably, it was 


after he had ſeen that he ſeven horns and eyes of the 


Lamb, are the ſeven ſpirits of God, that he ſpoke of 


his giving his people an underſtanding lo know him 
B 2 that 
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BP The Firſt Epiſtle of John 


he is pure, by the lively hope of ſeeing and being. 


that is true; and of his communicating an abiding 
anointing to them, 1 John ii. 20, 27. v. 20. 

But the reference to his viſion in Patmos ſeems 
yet more viſible, in what he ſays of his prieftly 
character. On earth he had ſeen him come by water, 
and by blood; and afterwards beheld him on the 
throne, as a lamb that had been ſlain; therefore he 
might, well call him, the wAzopes or p. op? ap for 
our fins, 1 John ii. 2. iv. 10. ; ſee Heb. ii. 17. Gr. 
And, recollecting that prayer of Chriſt Wich he had 
recorded, John xvit. and what he had promiſed to 
aſk for them in heaven; he might well ſay, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous; 


elpecially after he had ſeen him ſtand at the altar in 
heaven, having a golden cenſer; and there was given 


bim much incenſe, that he ſhouid offer it, with the prayers 


of all ſaints, upon the golden altar before the throne; and 


the ſmoke of the incenſe with the prayers of the ſaints 
aſcended up before Ged, out of the angel's hand, Rev. 
vill. 3, 4. 

If che Spirit of Chrift is in us, he will make deep 
impreſſions upon our hearts of the Redeemer's glory 
and grace, which he diſplays in theſe and other 
mediatory characters; to feel, and properly to expreſs 
which in our lives, is tae creature's holineſs : and he 
incuicates this alſo, like a man who had clearly ſeen 
the viſions of God. My little children, ſays he, 
theſe things write 1 unto you, that ye fin not; for 
whoſeever is born of God doth not commit fin; for 


his ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot fin ; becauſe 


he is born of God. And this is his commandment, 


' that we ſhould believe on the name of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt ;, that we ſhould abide in bim; love one another; 


overcome the world ; and purify ourſelves even as 


like 
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_ written after the Revelation. 13 


like him. And whoever is not thus employed, 7s of 
the devil; for the devil ſinneth from the beginning. 
And certainly, no man was ſo likely to write an 
epiſtle of /igns and evidences of grace, as this epiſtle 
has been often called, as the man who, had ſeen the 
viſions of God in Patmos; for that Revelation 
3 muſt neceſſarily mature the fruits of the ſpirit in 
; his own heart, deepen the characters of ſalvation 
upon him, which other means had begun, and form 
him to great zeal for the ſalvation of precious 
ſouls: and it is through a fear, leſt profeſſors of 
religion ſhould reap ſome of the ſame precious fruits 
from the Revelation, that Satan quiets them in their 
\| inattention to that book ; leſt they ſhould enjoy the 
the happineſs of thoſe who read, and hear the word 
of Prophecy; and keep the things which are written 
in it, Rev. i. 3. Once more, 

6. There are phraſes uſed in this epiſtle, reſpecting 
Goa, Chriſt, and his apoſtles and ſervants, which 
were either firſt ſuggeſted to our author in the 

J Revelation, or received additional ſtrength from it. 

To begin with the ſervants of God. He that ſaw 
the preſent anointing upon his brethren; and viewed 
the future witneſſes for Chriſt as two olive trees, 
enlightening ro candleſticks, which ſtood before the 
God of the earth, Rev. xi. 4. might well ſay, ye have 
an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. 
And the anointing which ye have received of him, 
abideth in you : and ye need not that any man teach ou: 
and as the ſame anointing teacheth you concerning all 
neceſſary things, and is truth, and is no lie; and xavus 
as it hath taught you, ye ſpall abide in him, I John 1 li. 
20, 27. q 

But to this high privilege, he ſaw it neceſſary to d 
ſubjoin (and his ts, the ſeven periods of the 


chriſtian 
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14 The Firſt Epiſtle of John 


ehriſtian church, as characterized by the ſeven 


epiſtles to the Aſiatic churches, might naturally 


ſuggeſt the thought) that the kingdom of grace, like 
that of nature, conſiſts of little children young men, and 
fathers, who ſeverally ſhare their reſpective degrees 
of this anointing; and to each of whom he applies 
ſuitable conſolations, according to their different 
circumſtances. Happy, it this diſtribution in God's 
family led them all, and eſpecially the young, 

modeſtly to recollect, that, as in the natural, ſo in 
the ſpiritual world, there are many more /ittle children 

than young men; and yet more of theſe than of 
1 in every age of the chriſtian church; lee 

John ii. 12—14, 

The people of God, however, have this honour 
common to them all, and peculiar to themſelves, 
dwell in God; and God 
in them, chap, i. 24. iv. 12, 13, 15, 16. and this 


in- dwelling ſeems to have been repreſented to our 


author, when he ſaw the four animals in the middle 
of the ſpace between the throne, and the circle about 
the throne, as Dr. Dodaridge tranſlates theſe words, 
Ev WETW TOU e 2.0% KUXAW TOY evo, Rev. iv. 6. yet 
when the eye viewed any of theſe animals in 
conjunction with the throne, he might appear as 
if he was in the throne; a thought which would 
have been blaſphemy, if our Lord had not ſaid, 
Rev. iii. 21. To him that overcometh, will I grant 


to fit with me e r Wpovw pov 11 my throne ; ; even as I 


alſo overcame, and am ſet down with my Father on 
He ſaw alſo, ver. 4, 5. four and twenty 


elders, fitting on ſo many zhrones, round about the 
| throne. And ſeven lamps of fire burned before the 
throne, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God; perhaps 
to teach us, that created ſpirits of every 1 5 0d 
0 


written after the Revelation. 15 


God by the conſtant agency of his own Spirit upon 
them; as ſaints. on earth can only fee him, by 
the light of one or other of theſe his ſeven lumps or 
ſpirits, 

Chriſt's appearing in the midſt of the throne, as a 
lamb that pad been ſlain, implies his relation to thoſe 
perions on whoſe behalf he was ſlain, who are i z 
therefore he ſays, John xiv. 20. Hou in me, and I in you. 
And their dwelling in him on that zhrone, is indeed 
their dwelling in love; for it is a dwelling in God. 
This honour have all the ſaints; and he that /awv and 
beard, might well teſtify this. 

As to the holy apoſles, any of them might have 
written thoſe words, in 1 John ii. 19. iv. 6. v. 19.3 


but wiſdom reſerved them for the pen of the laſt 


ſurviving of them; and they have a peculiar ſtrength 
and energy, if written after he had enjoyed the 
Patmean viſion, viz, We are of God. He that 
knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth 
not us. Hereby know we the ſpirit of truth, and 
the ſpirit of error. And again, We know that toe 
are of God; and the whole world lieth in wickeaneſs, 
or in the wicked one. Therefore they that went 
out from us, were not of us; for if they had been of 
18, they would no doubt have continued with us; but 
they went out, that they might be made manifeſt, that 
they were not all of us. 


But what our author ſays of the bleſſed God is 


ſtill more deciſive in this point. No one can be 
likened to Jehovah; yet nature 1s proud to lend an 


inſpired pen 1ts brighteſt colours, to convey ſome - 


faint ideas of him. And he that ſaid, from the lips 
of his great maſter, God is a ſpirit, John iv. 24. ſaid 
alſo in this epiſtle (that which no other ſcripture 
had before teſtified) God 1s 9 4 and God is love, 


x epiſt. 
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16 The Firſt Epiſtle of john 


x epiſt. i. 5. iv. 8, 16. and we hall find reaſons to 


apprehend, that he wrote the two laſt, as well as the 


former of theſe words, after he had been in Patmos. 
Each of theſe characters of God certainly belong to 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Love implies a 
perſon loving, a perſon beloved, and the affection 
which goes forth to him. And (though there may 
be material light, where there is no eye to ſee, no 
reaſon to judge about it; yet) wherever there is 


rational, and eſpecially uncreated light, there is an 


object to be ſeen, viz. itſelf, an eye that fees, and 
reaſon that judges about it; which being diſtinct 


things in us, may ſuppoſe ſome diſtinction in the 


deity. This reminds me of Prov. xx. 28. The 
fpirit of man is the candle of the Lord, that is, it 
is itſelf a bright object (as to its eſſence) as well as 
the eye that ſees other objects, and the reaſon that 
Judges about them. And does not this intellectual 
candle reſemble its great origin and ſource, he 
Father of lights? He 1s a ſpirit, that 1s, a glorious 
eſſence, which reaſons with, and loves himſelf, and 
the holy beings whom he makes for ever bleſſed. 
And as no created ſpirit can either accuſe or excuſe 
himſelf, without the idea of a judge, a witneſs, and a 
rewarder, it may be doubted, whether any intelligent 
creature could be either happy or miſerable, without 
poſſeſſing in himſelf ſome ſhadow of that Trinity, 
from whom he certainly ſprang, and on whom he 


conſtantly depends But to confine ourſelves to the 


ſubject before us, God is light. 


Material light is one of the moſt ſimple, beautiful, 


uſeful, diffuſive, pleaſant, exhilarating, yet incompre- 
henſible works of God; who poſſeſſes in himſelf eſſen- 
tially all that immutability, manifeſtation, direction, 
glory, purity, peace, joy, pleaſure, and . 
whic 
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reritlten after the Revelation. 17 


which were ever expreſſed, or repreſented by this word. 
Ii hatſoever doth make manifeſt is light, ſays the apoſtle, 
Eph. v. 13. And he that manifeſts himſelf by his 
words and works, has alſo made his creatures 
manifeſt, by calling them into being; and by that 
material and intellectual light, with which he has 
furniſhed ſome of them, to capacitate them to view 
and conſider himſelf and each other. Thus divine 
wiſdom can always make maniteſt whatever it 
pleaſcs. | 

And this meſſage God is light, might well be ſent 
us from heaven by that apoſtle, who had ſeen Chriſt 


walking among the ſeven lighted candleſticks ; bis 


bead and his hair white as wool, or as ſnow ; bis eyes as 


a flame of fire, and bis countenance as the ſun ſhining in 


his ſtrength, Rev. i. 13—16.; who allo beheld one 
ſitting upon a throne, reſembling a jaſper and ſar- 


dine ſtone; with a book in his hand, the brightneſs 


of which dazzled every created eye, chap. iv. 3. v. 
I—3.; and afterwards ſaw the New Jeruſalem come 
down from heaven to his view, enlightened with 
the glories of God, and of the Lamb; ſo as to have no 
need of the ſun, or moon, Chap. xxi. 23. 

Yet, impreſſed as our author was with what he had 
ſeen of the divine glory, as he could not ſee God as heis, 
and deſired to give him the glory of preceding mani- 
feſtations to others of his ſervants; he choſe to ſpeak 
of his being ligt as what he had heard, rather han 
as what he had himſelf ſeen, 75578 then is the meſſage 
which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, 
that God is ligt; and in him is no darkneſs at all; 


{ce John viii. 12, 


Andas lightis the moſt amiable part of the material 
creation, ſo love is the perfection of the ſpiritual ; 


therefore the apoſtle adds, God is love in the abſtract; 


E that 


rr ets Rene 


18 
that is, he is all that pure unmixed joy, pleaſure, and 
bleſſedneſs (to himſelf infinitely, and tranſitively to 


John ſaw in Palmos 


his well prepared creatures) which this word imports. 
This name of God Love, while it ſpeaks the divine 


nature ſocial, declares it alſo to be active, commu- 


nicative, and incxpreſſibly bleſſed: yet the joy and 


activity which this word implies are not qualities in 
God, but of the divine eflence ; though all that 
action 1s under the direction of the divine will, and 


determined to his own praiſe. God is love becauſe 


he is wiſdom, power, holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs and 
truth—and to read this molt delightful name of 
God, was reſerved for the declining age of that 
apoſtle, who, after having leaned on the boſom 


of incarnate love, was permitted to fee his Lord 
managing the grand ſcheme of providence and 


grace, from F. D. 96 to the end of the world; and 
aſter that, faw him coming to remove his bride to a 


moſt ſplendid and glorious city, which came down 


from God out of heaven. . 

Saints in heaven ſee indeed that God 7s lobe; and 
here on earth, ceteris paribus, they lee it beſt, who 
have read the Revelation with attention, underſtand- 
ing, and humility. And he that ſees and feels this 


love, will be active for God's glory, whatever other 


profeſſors are. 


Reviewing what has been ſaid, we ſee no rational 


doubt that our author wrote this ite after the 
Revelation ; but the phraſes here uſed with reſpect to- 
Chriſt, put this point out of queſtion, One apoſtle 


calls him he prince of life, and another cur life; but 


our author calls him he life itſelf, taken ablolutely ; 


and that eternal life which was with the Father, and 


was manifeſted unto us, 1 epiſt. i. 1, 2. that believing 
on his zame, we may know that we have eternal life, 
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chap. v. 13. And well might Ye ſpeak in this 
manner, who had had ſuch a view of 55 Redcemer's 
grandeur and grace; who Knew him as H true God ; 
and ſaw, with grateful joy, the methods by which 
he became eternal life to us, chap, v. 20. 

Some underſtand that phraſe he word of the Lord 


of Chriſt, in ſeveral of the places where it occurs in 


the Old Teſtament ; and ſome of his peculiar cha- 


racters are attributed to ihe written word, in Heb. 


1V.12. But that name of him % Word, taken abſo- 
lutely and alone, is peculiar to our apoſtle; and was 
notified to him in Patmos, when he ſaw him going 
forth to his final triumph over the beaſt, and the 
falſe prophet : at that time the faithful and true, 
iſſuing out of heaven on Vis white horſe, his eyes 
were as a flame of fire: and on his head were many 
diadems: and though he had a name written which no 
man knew but himſelf, yet on earth his name is called 
the Mord of God, Rev. xix. 12.; which ſome render 
the declaration, narrative, reaſon, argument, ſpeech, 
or eloquence of God. This appellation of Chriſt 
will probably be better underſtood than it is now, at 
the time of the above viſion, a little before the 
millennium begins. Bur this character of the Son 


of God being confeſſcdly myſterions, if any other 


perſon but our apoſtle had written the verſe in 
queſtion, he would probably have ſaid tbe I'a;her, 
Son; and not he Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt.— 
At leaſt, the occaſion on which this name was pub- 
liſhed was ſo eminently endearing, that, if he ules it 
at all after its publication to him, nothing but politive 
proof can be allowed in evidence, againſt the divine 
inſpiration of any place where it occurs in his wri- 


tings. This viſton certainly occaſioned his 77 


In the beginning was the Mord; and the Nord 2 
C 2 | EE 


29 John /a in Patmos 


made fleſh, and dwelt among us, John i. 1. 14. ; and 
again it is ſaid here, There are three that bear 
record 7 in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt ;, and theſe three are one; and this brivgs us 
to the 

Second point to be proved, yiz. That John, ſaw 
in the Revelation, and teſtified the things which theſe 
words aſſert; which alſo made ſuch impreſſion on 
his mind, that he could not but f peak of them again, 

While tracing, in this epiſtle, tne impreſſions 
Which the Patmean viſion made upon our author's 

_ underſtanding and heart, we have in part illuſtrated 
its principal contents. But to return to that viſion— 
Heaven was opened to him, perhaps more than to 
all the other apoſtles together; from him therefore 

we expect the moſt perfect account of what is, and 
what is done there: and this verſe, which ſtands 3 in 
the body of bis letter, ſays poſitively, that there are 
in heaven Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt ; that theſe 
three are one; and that they all FLA bear record about 
Chriſt to ſaints and angels there. 

But had he ſeen this in the Revelation? and on 
what occaſion did he ſce it? Anſ. After he had 
written the epiſtles to the ſeven churches, being in 
the ſpirit, and looking up for more viſions, he /azo, 
and behold a throne was ſet in heaven, and one ſat on 
the throne z, and he that fat was both like a dark olive 
green jaſper, interſperſed with red ſpots, but not 
tranſparent z and to a red, fiery ſardine ſtone, Rev. 
W. 2,2: | Looking farther, our author ſaw that 
the perſon who appeared as above, had in 98 right 
hand a book written within, and on the back ſide; 
ſealed with ſeven ſeals : and while he was weeping 
becauſe no one in heaven, nor earth was found worthy 
to open this book, nor even to look A ly upon it, I 

bebeld, 
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beheld, ſays he, and lo! in the midſt of the Tame throne 
which I ſaw ; and therefore in the centre of that 
appearance which reſembled the Jaſper and the ſar- 
dine ſtone, flood a Lamb as it had been ſlain, conſpicu- 
ous in the grace of his continued prieſthood. Obſerve, 
in the work of making atonement Chriſt, the Lamb 
of God, ſtood alone ; "but his ſeven horns and ſeven 
eyes in this viſion, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God, 
ſent forth into all the earth (to ſecure attention to his 
prophetic and kingly offices) intimate the union of 


Chriſt and the Spirit in all ſaving operations upon 


men, Rev. v. 1—8, 

Our apoſtle aſſerts, both i in John i. 18. and 1 
epiſt. iv. 12, o man, either under the Old Teſtament 
diſpenſation or the New, hath ſeen God at any time; 
therefore himſelf did not ſee him : yet this viſion of 


one who ſat upon the throne, like a jaſper and a ſardine 


ſtone, with a book in his right hand, certainly repre- 
ſented the bleſſed God, who gave this Revelation to 
Teſus Chriſt, Rev. 1, 1.; and who is deſcribed, 
eleven times in this viſion, as 6 vn? he who ſat 
upon the throne. But though in this viſion, the 
Father ſhewed himſelf no where but on tlie throne ; 
yet, while our Lord appeared in the midſt of that throne, 
our author ſaw him too in the midſt of the four animals, 
and in the midſt of the elders, with his ſeven horns and 
. eyes, which are the ſeven ſpirits of God. Behold- 
ing however the Lamb in the midſt of the throne, 
our apoltle ſaw the truth of thoſe words of Chriſt, 
Rev. iii. 2 1. J overcame, and am ſet down with my 
Father in his throne. Perhaps alſo this viſion 
brought to his mind, and occaſioned his recording 
thoſe words of Chriſt, which he had heard about 
ſixty years before, viz. I and the Father are one, 
John x. 30, ; as well as thoſe ſimilar words, which 
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22 John ſaw in Patmos 


are mentioned by no other evangeliſt but himſelf, 
Jam in the Father, and the Father in me, chap. x. 
39. xiv. 10, 11. xvii. 21. : though by the word 


Father is ſometimes underſtood the whole Godhead 
as the word ſignifies Mark xitj. 32. John iv. 23. 


1 Cor, vii. 6. and in many other places, 


| This viſion of the Lamb, and his ſeven horns and 
ſeven eyes, repreſented to the apoſtle, that Chriſt and 
the Spirit are one in their ſaving operations on men. 
And though he could not know how the Father and 
Chriſt are one in their eſſence ; yet in this viſion he 
{aw plainly on the throne, the three perjons in whoſe 
name he had been baptized, He ſaw the Father 
holding a book in his right hand, which the Lamb 


 #00k and opened its ſeals ; he ſaw alſo the ſeven horns 


and eyes of the Lamb, which he underſtood to be 


the ſeven ſpirits of God, Thus he really ſaw in 
heaven Ihe Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


teſtifying before the animals, elders, and angels their 
reſpective grace to men; and the only way in which 
we can be ſaved, chap. iv. 2, 3. v. 6, 11, 13. 

But we are not to underſtand this glorious ſcene 


only economically ; and if the apoſtle John, or 


whoever elſe it was that wrote 1 John v. 7. had 


underſtood it fo, he would doubtleſs have ſaid of 


the three witneſſes in heaven, as of the three on 
earth, £5 70 £103 they agree in one; but as he ſays 
much more than this, viz. ey «ow they are one, there- 
fore he muſt have underſtood that theſe perſons 


were preſent in this viſion. An action of any kind 


neceſſarily ſuppoſes an agent, and him preſent 
where he acts: and if we look cloſely into this 
viſion, we ſhall find the Father, Word, and Holy 
Ghoſt preſent here as to their eſſence, ſo far as this 
could be repreſented to us; as well as with reſpect 
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to their economical operation, To prove this 
obſerve, 

1. Though no repreſentation whatever can per- 
fectly deſcribe any thing, much leſs every thing in 
God, yet wherever he appears, he muſt be ander- 
ſtood to be preſent in the whole glories of his 


Godhead ; otherwiſe he woukl give a mutilated 


and unjult view of himſelf to man. God is one; 


therefore wherever he ſpeaks, appears, or is, the 


whole Godhead is e which ever perſon it is 
that manifeſts himſelf ; 
2. Though God 285 be divided, (as, when 


our Lord was ſeen in the midj? of the animals and 
elders, they either encircled him around, or at leaſt 
were on both ſides of him; juſt fo, according to 
the conitant ſenſe of this phrale in the midſt) when 


the Lamb appeared in the miſt of the throne, he had 
this glory of the jaſper and the ſardine ſtone on either 
ſide of him; or the glory of one of theſe precious 
ſtones on one fide, and of the other on the other : 
fo that the lamb's preſence er weow in the midſt of 
this viſion, neceſſarily made ſome diviſton in the 


appearance of this glory, to, our author's eye. But, 


This diviſion, made by the Lamb's appearing 


in the midſt of the throne, could not reſpect the 


Godhead itſelf, which is undivided ; yet it indiſ- 


putably reſpected ſome glory of God, which could 
appear on both ſides of the Lamb; and what could 


this glory be? It could not be the glory of the 
divine perfections; for theſe, like his effence, could 
not be ſeparated, being all one in God. Nor could 


could it be the glory of two charatters of the oreat 
I AM, viz. a juft God and a Saviour; tor mercy and 


truth long ago met together, never more to be ſepa- 
rated with reſpect to the ſaints. Therefore this 


glory on each ſide of the Lamb, mult be the gloty 
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of the perſons in the Godhead ; for we know of no 


other conſideration of God, under which his elory 
could, in any ſenſe, appear, as it does here, divided. 
The Lamb certainly repreſented the Medtator's whole 


perion; for he Word which was with God, and eas God, 


was made fieſh , and became the Lamb of God, John 1. 


1, 14,29, 36. And, unleſs the Lamb could appear 2 


the midſt of this glorious viſion without making any 
diviſion in the appearance of that glory, which is 
impoffible; or unleſs it could be proved, that that 
diviſion could reſpect any thing elle than the per- 
ſons in the Godhead, we mult neceflarily conclude 


that this jaſper and ſardine ſtone, on either fide of 
him (which ind iſputably repreſented the bleſſed 


God) fignified the Father and the Holy Ghoſjt.— 
Therefore ir was a great honour to the twelve tribes 
of Iſrael, and the twelve apoſtles of the Lamb, that 
God gave them fellowſhip with himſelf in a ſimilar 
reprelentation; by twelve precious ſtones ; which 
were allo the twelve foundations of the heavenly 
Jeruſalem ; ſee Exod. xxvii. 15—21, Rev. xxi. 
14, 19, 20. 

4. It is more natural to underſtand theſe two 
precious ſtones, as repreſenting perſons in the God- 
head; becauſe, when the unity of the divine nature 
was intended to be expreſſed, the bleſſed God 
appeared only in the ſplendor of one precious ſtone; 
as of the ſapphire at Sinai, Exod. xxiv. 10.; and of 
the cryſtal by the river Chebar, Ezek. i. 22. And 


In this viſion too, the unity of God might be * 


fied by the emerald, or green colour of that raiubow 
which ſurrounded the throne, on which the glorious 
perſons in the Godhead appeared, Rev. iv. 3. 


Thus, (though a Lamb could no more completely 


repreſent Immanuel's perſon, than the zaſper and 
and /ardine ſtone could the Father and Holy Ghoſt; 
5 yet 
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yet by theſe ſignificant emblems) vur apoſtle was 
ſhewn, as it were viſibly on the throne, the Trinit 


in Unity. He ſaw the Lamb in the midft of the 
glory of God; and he ſaw that glory perſonally 
divided: therefore, in what he here ſays of the 


three heavenly Witneſles, he declares what, and (as 


to the ſubſtance of it only what he had ſeen and 


and teſtified before, viz. that God, or the Godhead 
is Father, If ord, and Holy Ghoſt ; that theſe three are 
one in their eſſence; and that they all bear a diſtinct 


<citneſs in heaven. Thus our apoſtle atteſts, the 


Father atteſts, the Word atteſts, and the Spirit of 
God atteſts the indubitabie authenticity and divine 
inſpiration of this text; while they prove, that our 


author had ſeen in 3 what theſe words aſſert: 
and what they aſſert was of ſuch a nature, that, as 


he could not be ſilent about it at firſt, ſo it ſeemed 
needful to the Holy Ghoſt, that he ſhould refer us 
gain to what he had before recorded, reſpecting this 
viſion, in the Revelation. And this makes the 


SDumerous volumes, written ro and con on tnis 


lub; ject, uſeleſs. 


It can be no Objection to the above, that our 
author beheld the Lamb in the zuidſt of the animals 
and elders, at the fame time as he. law him in 7he 
midſt of the throne ; unleſs Chriſt's omnipreſence 
could prove, that he could not thcrefore be on the 
throne ; which if ſo, would conclude againſt the 
Father's being on the throne, becauſe he alſo 18 
every where; and thus rig would deſtroy poſſeſſion. 
And the Spirit's appearing ceconomically as the ſever 
horns and eyes of the Lamb, both in the idſt of the 
throae, 94 in the Midſi of the animals and elaers, 
could by no means prevent his appearing too on the 
throne, in the proper character of his perſonal God- 
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head, as the jaſper, or the ſardine flone on one ſide of 


the Lamb. And by the ſeven ſpirits of God, which 
are prayed to Rev. 1. 4. our apoſtle could not but 
underftand the ſame perſon, whom he here calls the 


Holy Ghoft ; Which is every where in ſcripture the 
appropriate character of the third perſon in the ever 
bleſſed Trinity, But when he coines, in the next 


verſe, to ſpeak of the ſame perſon as a witneſs on 
earth, without the epithet, he calls him e Spirit ; 
by whoſe works and grace the Father and Chriſt 


teſtify to men, that which the water and the blood 
witneſs miniſterially. 


Our point thus proved, we might diſmiſs the 


argument; but it may ſtrengthen it to add, 
5. The ſenſe of theſe words pertectly coincides 


with our author's avowed deſign 1n this epiſtle. In 


Patmos he wrote what he had ſeen, Rev. i. 19; and 
in this epiſtle too, he profeſſes to write about Chriſt 
only what he had ſeen, heard, or handled of that 


Word of life, which cas with the Father, and was 


manifeſted unto us, 1 John i. 1, 2. therefore, though 
he had not Heard of any one what this text declares 
of that Word, or of the Latber, or the Holy Ghoſt : ; 
much leſs had handled it; ; yet as he had ſeen it, to 


have been filent about it, would have been to 
reproach the grace which ſhewed him theſe olorious: 


things, for his perſonal inſtruction, and for the 
comtort and joy of the church of God. 

6. He had ſeen what he teſtifies, ver. 8. of the 
three witneſſes on earth, therefore we may conclude, 
that he had ſeen what he ſays of the heavenly 
Witneſſes, Of the water and blood, hear what he 
lays John xix. 34, 35. One of the ſoldiers with a 
ſpear pierced Chriſt's ide; and forthwith came thereout 
blood and water, And he that ſaw it bare Jad 
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and his record is true: and he knoweth that he /aith 


true; that ye might believe the certainty and impor- 
rance of his great atonAnent, Therefore he adds, 
This is he that came by water and blood, even Jeſus 
Chriſt; who never comes otherwiſe, in a ſaving 
manner, to any one: net by water only, but by vater 
and blood; and it is ine Spirit that beareth witneſs, 


becauſe the Spirit is trutb. And though this Spirit is 


inviſible as to his eſſence, as John the Baptiſt ſaw 


him deſcendins from heavea, like a dove, and it abode 


upon Chrilt, John i. 32.; ſo our author ſaw the 
cloven tongues of fire, which baptized himſclf and the 


the church in general, at the day of Pentecoſt, Acts 


3 And as God repreſented to his ſenſes 
this inviſible earthly witneſs; ſo, when mercy had 
addreſſed this voice to him Come up hither, and J 
will ſhew thee things which muſe be hereafter ; and 


when, immediately upon his receiving this order, he 


2vas in the ſpirit, and ſaw a throne ſet in heaven, and 
one ſitting oz the throne; it was natural ro expect, 
that he ſhould ſee and hear thoſe glorious originals 
of grace in heaven, which his pen was to tranſlate 
into the language of earth, for the uſe of the church, 
Therefore, after ſpeaking of the whole fix witneſſes, 
he adds, If zoe receive the witneſs of fallible men, the 
witneſs of God is greater; for this which I have laid 


before you, of the three witneſſes in heaven and 
three on earth, is the one witneſs of God, wiich be 


hath teſtified of his ſon ; ſec 1 John v. 6, 9. and 


Rev. WL. 


7. AS he ſaw in heaven angels, and diſembodied 
ſpirits around the throne, therefore he might ſee 
ſome repreſentation of the perſons in the Godhead, 
on that throne; ke Rev. v. 11, 13. vi. 9. Xx. 4. 
And if it was faid of Moles, Num, xii. 8. The 
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limilitude of the Lord ſhall pe behold (or as Montanns 
renders it, The idea of the lord ſhall he contemplate ) 
we need not wonder that this loving diſciple ould 
have enjoyed this viſion: and it ſeemed neceſſary 
that he ſhould ſce it; to give embodied faints 
ſome clear, though imperfect idea of their future 
bleſſedneſs in ſeeing, and worſhipping around the 
throne of God, and of the Lamb in heaven. 

Our author's ſight however, of this celeſtial viſion, 
gave him ſuch an idea of heaven, as the fimple 
relation of it cannot give us: and the fame may be 
ſaid of Paul's viſons and revelations. 2 Cor. xii. 14. 
yet, while theſe diſcoveries made them certain, that 
they ſhould be protected from the Prince of the 


Power of the air, in their way thither; as the, were 


{Hill to live by faith, they leſt even them uninformed 
about many things, which reſpect the future bleſſed- 
neſs of the ſaints in glory, which a ſhort viſit to 
heaven could not open to them. 3 
But conſidering the time when the words I am 
upon were written, and the connection in which 
they ſtand, we may learn two things more from 
them, than we could have been taught by Rev. iv. 3. 
and v. 6. viz. 1 
1. That our author believed that this viſion 
remained the ſame, when his eye was withdrawn 
from it to other things; therefore he not only 
repeatedly ſpoke of him that /t oz the throne, and 
of the Lamb in the midſt of it, in ſubſequent parts of 
that viſion, Rev. vii. 10, 11, 15, 17. xix. 4., but 
months or years afterwards ſays, here are now three 
61 puaprupovires Who bear witneſs in heaven: not that 
the Father is always holding a ſealed book in his 
hand, with reſpe& to the affairs of the church in 
general; nor the Son opening its ſeals; = the 
— | = PIrIt 
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the Three Witneſſes in Heaven. 29 
Spirit teſtifying invariably the ſame things to the 
ſpirits around the throns. But either the Father 
is continually revealing to the human foul of the 
Mediator, the things which are to be done for 
particular faints or churches ; or Chrilt is ever 
opening ſome ſealed book, with reſpect to the affairs 
of ſome other world, which has a connection with 
the ſcheme of redeeming grace in this. This ſcrip- 
ture however ſays, that the Father, Word, and Spirit 
are now teſtifying the things of God's glory and 
grace, to the happy ſpirits around the throne; who 
perpetually drink in knowledge and bleſfedneſ 
from the holy fountains of uncreated wiſdom ne 
love. 

And thus things aj continue to the end of the 
preſent gracious cconomy: but when Chriſt has 
given up the Kingdom to the Father (as 2 Lamb-hke 
prophet, prieit, and King will then be wanted no 
more) whether the preſent appearance of a Lamb 
in the midſt of the throne, will be changed into a 
bright man, (which ſeems probable) or wholly 
diſappear, 1s not for us to know, He that will 
hearken to this teſtimony of Father, Word, and Hol 
Ghoſt, ſhall forever learn new, and yet unthought-of 
wonders in heaven. And this leads me to add, 

2, From the connection in which theſe words 
ſtand, we learn their infinite importance. All motion 
towards man's ſalvation begins in heaven; and the 
three witneſles there both occaſion. and animate the 
three witneſſes on earth. Therefore, ſpeaking of 
Teſus the Son of God, the apoſtle ſays, This is he that 
came, not by water only, but by water and blood; 
and it is toe Spirit that beareth witneſs by them, ors 
becauſe the ſpirit is truth; and ori becauſe there are 
tree that bear witneſs in heaven, and let down their 


grace 


1 ure Points which the Father, 


grace to men through the three carthly witneſſes. 
But as the Spirit bears witneſs on earth, becarſe there 
are three that bear witneſs in heaven ; therefore 
denying the three heavenly witneſſes, is denying the 
grace which furniſhes and ſupports the three witneſſes 
on earth: the former, however, continue the ſame 
to the end, and fo therefore will the latter. 

Having thus proved, from the ſcripture, thedivine 
inſpiration of this part of the ſacred canon, which ſo 
clearly aſſerts that our ſalvation flows from a Trinity 
in Unity, it remains, that we endeavour to elucidate 
the gracious deſign of this very inſtructive and ani- 
mating paſſage; for which purpoſe we ſhall con- 

mdcr, 

I. The grand points which the Father, Word, and 
Holy Ghoſt witneſs in heaven. 

2. Enquire what is implied in their act of roit- 
neſfing. | 
. Caſt an eye around the court in which they 
witneſs ; ; and enquire what concern ſaints and angels 
have with theſe points. — We are to conſider, 

1. The grand points which Father, Word, and 
Holy Ghoſt witneſs in heaven. It is no doubt the 
bleſſedneſs of celeſtial courtiers, that they are in- 
formed of the peculiar ſtates and circumſtances of 
the intelligent beings, who inhabit the different parts 
of the great Creator's dominions ; but, while we are 
ſtrangers at preſent to this part of their knowledge 
and pleaſure, it is certain that the bleſſed God can- 
not but witneſs to them the things which concern a 
world, where his Son became incarnate; and our 
chief concern is to know, what he witneſſes to them 
reſpecting us. 

His witneſs, however, like that of his creatures, 


is both alive and paſive. The creatures uhh ke 
ag 


Word, and Holy Ghoſt witneſs in Heaven. 31 


has made teſtify paſſively their feveral accompliſh- 


ments, white they allo afively teſtify his glory. So 


the bleſſed God paſſively witneſſes in heaven the 


fame things as his creatures act vely declare of him, 
viz, His own being; and his ſovereign glory and 
dominion on his throne, He witneſſes alſo to 
faints and angels his eſſential unity, by the one throne 
on which the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt fir, 
and the one glory emitted trom that throne; as well 
as, perhaps, by the rainbow which encireles it around. 
And, as he left marks of his eſſential perſonality on 
his rational (and on ſome parts of his material) 
creation; ſo he alſo witneſſes a Trinity in the divine 
eſſence, by appearing as Father, Word, and Holy 
Ghoſt, who eſſentially ſhare the fame undivided 


honours of the one eternal throne. This tri-une 


God alſo witneiles, by the book in the Father's hand, 
by the Lamb who opens its ſeals, and by his ſeven 
horns and eyes, which are his /even Spirits; that all 
his works were finiſhed, in his infinite deſign, before 
the foundation of the world; that they are all to be 
opened and executed by the God- -man Mediator ; 
and that the Spirit will apply the knowledge of them 
to all the happy beings around that throne forever. 
Theſe truths beam with infinite radiance and joy, 
from the throne, upon the well-prepared eyes of all 
the bleſſed inhabitants of heaven. 

But his active teſtimony ſeems to be more imme- 
diately intended in this text; which reſpects both the 
grand ſcheme of providence, and the deſigns of his 
grace. 

I. He teſtifies in heaven that ſcheme of pro- 
vidence, which is deſcribed, in an orderly manner, 
in the ſeven-ſealed book, which the Lamb opened 
A. D. 96. Here bert we ſee Chriſt riding forth on his 


white 


| 
ö 


chap. vii. 
the four firſt trumpets ſhake down the Roman em- 
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zohite horſe of the goſpel, conquering and 10 conquer; 

and when his red, black, and pale horſe have cer rified 
perſecuting nations, that God will fight againſt them 
by the ſword, Famine, peſtilence, and wild beaſts ; 
then the ſouls of the martyrs appear under the altar, 
who are informed that they muſt reſt awhile, till 
their deſigned number is completed, Rev. vi. Then 
Paganiſm yields the palm to Chriftianity ; which 
comes with an olive branch of peace in its mouth, 
und, after half an hour's ſilence in heaven, 


pire. Then the world is informed of the tcrribif 
evils, which 1t 1s to experience by Mahomet, and 
eſpecially by the Pope; againſt both of whoſe 
abominations God's two witneſſes teſtify, from A. D. 
606 to 1866. But when the beaſt and falſe propher 
are deſtroyed, Jeſus reigns in the millennium; and 
comes to judgment, we apprehend, about A. D. 
3125, And theſe things are teſtified in heaven, as 
well as on earth. 

The bible is God's general witneſs to men; but 
if you deſire to know what the Father, Word, and 


Holy Ghoſt eminently teſtify on earth and in hca- 


ven, reſpecting the churches, from A. D. 1517 to 
2016, read the epiſtle to Sardis, chap. iii. 1—6, z and 
ſee my Remarks on the Three Firſt Chapters of the 
Revelation, But the Lord eſpecially teſtifies to ſaints 
and angels in heaven, 

II. The deſigns of his grace. Theſe were teſtified, 
either explicitly or implicitly, in every part of the 
above ſcheme of providence, which engages the 
holy operation of God, angels, and ſaints, on the 
one part; and, on the other, the oppoſition of devils 
and wicked men; ſee eſpecially the account of the 
three laſt trumpets. 

The 


Word, and Holy Ghoſt witheſs in Heaven, 33 


The angels underſtood the deſigns of God's grace, 


by the meſſages which they brought to the Old 


Teſtament ſaints ; and eſpecially by attending their 
Lord on mount Sinai, (where the Jewiſh church was 


put into ſome kind of miniſterial ſubjection to them. 


Heb. ii. 5.) And the bleſſed God had certainly 
taught them in heaven the nature cf Chriſt's king- 


dom, before they fang at his birth, Glory to God in 


the hug heft, on earth peace, and good will to men. Luke 


11. 14. See alſo other things which have been teſti- 


fied to them in heaven, relative to the great ſal- 
vation, in Matt. i. 20. 11. 13, 19. Luke i. 13. XV. 10. 


Acts v. 19. viii. 26. Heb. i. 6. 1 Pet. i. 12. and 
many other places. —And in this chapter too, the 


grand ſcheme of ſalvation is mentioned, after the 
account both of the heavenly and the earthly 


witneſſes, whoſe united teſtimony is declared to be 
that one witneſs of God, which he hath teſtified of 
his Son, ver. 9; therefore the Father, Word, and 
Holy Ghoſt teſtify of this ſalvation in heaven, as 
well as convey an account of it to men, through the 


three earthly Witneſſes. 7 his then 7s the record, that 


God hath given to us eternal life; and this life is in 


his Son, ver. 11. What concern ſaints and angels 


in heaven have with this teſtiimony, will be con- 
ſidered under the third head. At preſent we obſerve, 
that the-Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt witneſs in 
heaven, 


I. That fin is the death of a ſoul ; and that every 


child of Adam, as a ſinner, 1s naturally under a ſen-_ 


rence of divine juſtice, dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and 
wholly indiſpoſed to, and (in himſelf conſidered) i in- 
capable of the great ends of his creation. The dead 
know not any thing. Our ſouls would perceive it, if 
our bodies were dead; but ſinners, who know only 
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one ſtate, know not that. They are inſenſible that 
they are deſtitute of every thing, that can render 
them a delight to him that made them M and that 


they have no principle of recovery in themſelves, 
but will become more and more offenſive and 


loathſome every day, Glorified ſaints, who were 


once in this ſtate, but are recovered to the poſſeſſion 


of eternal blefſedneſs. feel with infinite gratitude this 
divine teſtimony. And elect angels, from what they 
have ſeen, heard, and felt Know certainly, that for- 


bidden fruit could only add to their preſent Know- 


ledge, the tormenting experience of forbidden evil. 
2. The Father, Word, and Spirit, witneſs that 


they have given us uſe. God has given the pro- 
miles, and the means of life; and gives the life itſelf 


to whomſoever he will ; and he will give it to all 
thoſe whom he choſe in Chriſt before the foundation 
„f the world, even to as many as he has given him, 
whote names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
Rev. xxi.27, There was no life in us; but the life 


came down from heaven to Adam and to Abraham, 


to patriarchs and prophets; and, in the incarnation. 


of the Son of God, that eternal life which was with 
the Father, was viſibly manifeſted unto us; as it is 
alſo manifeſted 3 in all believers. 


They witneſs that this life will be eternal! in all 
the ſaints ; for C hriſt, who is formed in them the hope 
of glory, is himſelf the eternal life; nor would the 


life. in them anſwer the expence laid out to procure 


and communicate it; nor would it be worthy that 
God ſhould witneſs about it in heaven and earth, if 


the ſaints might loſe their ſpiritual and divine life ; ; 
as Adam loſt that which never was eternal life, be- 


cauſe it was not Chriſt, but the mere amiſſible per 


fection of a mutable being. 


Word, and Holy Ghoſt witneſs in Heaven. 25 
4. They witneſs that zhzs life is in the Son of. God, 


ver. 12, His perſon as God-man is the eſſential 
covenant of the people; the pledge, the pattern, the 
lource, and the ſecurity of the believer's life. His 
blood procures, his Spirit conveys it, through the 
word, ordinances, and providences ; and his new- 
creating energy pours this holy joy on the reviving 
ſoul. The laft Adam is made a quickening ſpirit ; 
and the Son of God grickens whom he will, to the 


enjoyment of a life of juſtthc ation, lanctification, 
and eternal glory. 


II. What is implied in their <vitneſing theſe 
things? To witneſs is to declare upon oath, to a 


particular perſon, or to every individual in a court, 
by word, writing, or ſome other way; either that 


which he or they did not know before ; which had 
been litigated or denied in ſome place or other; 


which yet is important in itſelf, and intereſting to 
| thoſe to whom it is ddreſied:; and therefore lies 


upon the heart of him who teſtifies it; and who, 


having ſeen what he declares, by all the honour due 
to his integrity and affection, ſolemnly urges an 


attention to it upon thoſe that hear him. Rut 
without going over all the parts of this definition 
again, we ſhall only obſerve ſome general characters 
of the points to be eſtabliſhed, and of the Vitneſſes 
who atteſt them. 

1. Of the points to be eſtabliſhed. The wonders 
of providence do not ſurprize ſaints and angels in 
heaven, as they do us; the latter, however, could 
not have had ſuch a thought, that God would have 
given eternal life to ſinners, and given it to them in 
bis Son, if he had not revealed it to them. And 


ſome have apprehended, that this truth was litigated 
or oppoſed by angels which fell, ſoon after their 


E 2 RD creation; ; 


EPE 1 rr 


2 . 1 8 4 « — S 
- —— — 2 — - a = 


— — 


—ů — 3G EIT TP I 1 = > PE SPIN Pay PAR 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
i 


— 


T7 — 2 —_— 
— —— — — — — -- 
— - w_ 


: : _ 8 ” 
— — n ; w - — —— — . "<0" * 1 — — . — SEE 
b — — A 8 — 2 — — ae . : g — a — — ů ——— 
> 0 LE 0 — — = — 4 — — _ - — 7 < 
— wy —— —— — nn — — — — SET —— — 
== — — — — — — — — — iGo. ie —5 = XA —_— —— - — — 
— - 2 - — — 06x gs : — > : — — — * 
- — * N — 3 — — . — . — — 7 — og" — — — 7 — 
3 WS $2 ? - — — — o 3 2 — 5 — — = = 9 - 


— A - 4 22 — — 
— —— — . -- 
- — = 2 5 = — f 
7 — — an" — — 7 
— = =" : A — — 
r ̃— ES 
0 1 < — — 


— 


— 
A = - n 5 2 
- = . — = — « 
—. — — ox 2 
— ———:.ieü— ͤ̃—v— — — — — — 2 : 


5 — 


36 The Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt 


creation ; therefore our Lord ſays, The boil Was a_ 


murderer from the beginning; and abode not in that 
truth, which he had been aſſerting, when he {poke 


thoſe words in John viii. 44. Bur, though the 


Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt will preſerve ſaints 
and angels, that there ſhall be no more oppolition to 
this teſtimony 1 in heaven; yet it is needful that the 


angels who minifter 10 the heirs of ſalvation ſhould 


know, that they will find an oppoſition to this truth 
in every man to whom this teſtimony comes; and 
as many things to reſiſt it, as there are luſts in the 
hearts of thoſe to whom they miniſter, 

At the ſame time, this prime point of divine verity 
is ſo profoundly deep, fo infinitely glorious, that 
angels (who can only deſire to look into it) will hear 
with everlaſting rapture the teſtimony of the Father, 


Word, and Holy Ghoſt, upon this ſubject : and 


glorified ſaints will become more and more divine, 
while they hear this moſt gracious witneſs of the 
eternal Three-One. 

For theſe purpoſes, it lies much upon the heart 
of the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt to witneſs 
theſe things in heaven. This is the point that 
brings glory to God in the higheſt, and fills ſaints 
and angels with bliſs inexpreſſible; therefore, ſay 
theſe holy witneſſes, © You muſt receive into your 


a inmoſt ſpirits this teſtimony : nor is your own 


joy to be complete, ye holy angels, without your 
< perceiving our infinite love to men. Drink in 
<« then this divine, this benevolent joy; and it will 


* make your own tranſports the more rapturous, 


* and your every duty the more devout.” 
I had thought to have ſaid ſomething, 
2. About the character of theſe celeſtial Mitneſſes; 
but who, out of the darkneſs of earth, can look upon 
OT unclouded 


wii ing in Heaven. 37 


unclouded day! much leſs upon its great Father ! 
Creatures witnels by ſuch faculties of ſpeech, or 
other methods of communication as God has fur- 
niſhed them with; but the bleſſed God witneſſes by 
his own eſſence, which immediately applies itſelf to 
every power of theſe glorified ſpirits. Creatures 
witneſs according to their knowledge, their goodneſs, 
and their love; but all theſe are infinite in the 
bleſſed God; and are ſtimulated to this act by 
| his faithfulneſs and power. Uncreated light ſhines 
neceſſarily ; but infinite love directs its beams to, 
and pours them perpetually upon, its choſen objects. 
He witneſſes clearly, fully, and without the leaſt 
intermiſſion (becauſe he witneſſes joyfully to himſelf) 
the things which miniſter to the tranſport and bleſ- 
ſedneſs of ſaints and angels. But though the Lord 
ſees it neceſſary in our world, to confirm the word 
which he {ends by his earthly witneſſes with an oath, 
he ſurely need not ſay among ſaints and angels who 
ſee his glories unvailed, and know nothing of un- 
belief, as I live ſaith the Lord. Where there is no 
frrife, there is no need of an oath, Heb. vi. 16. 
But oh! how. grand muſt that court be, in which 
the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt fit enthroned, 
teſtifying, that they have given us eternal life, and 
that this life is in the Hon of God! And this leads 
me to conſider, 
III. What concern ſaints and angels have in this 
witneſs. —When the light of God's countenance 
ſhines upon his ſervants here, faith finds it eaſy to 
believe, that he will take care of their bodies; much 
more will glorified ſaints in heaven, when they hear 
this teſtimony, be confident that their bodies ſhall 
be raiſed in glory, and ſet down with Chriſt in his 
throne ; [that his Kingdom ſhall be triumphant l 
all 
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all oppoſition ; and that countleſs myriads, redeemed 
by Immanuel's blood, ſhall be added to his myſtical 
body, and join the ranſomed company in his kingdom: 
nor are they like us, to reaſon out theſe hopes, by 
comparing one ray of evangelical light with another; 
for the eternal Three-One ever teſtifies to them. what- 
ever their moſt enlarged deſires wiſh to know, about 
this great ſubje& of redeeming love. 

The duty and bleſſedneſs of angels give cham * 
concern in this teſtimony. As they were created by 
and for our Lord Jeſus, Col. 1. 16. ſo they remem- 
ber, with grateful joy, when (ſoon after the creation) 
for their everlaſting ſafety, the Father, Word, and 
Holy Ghoſt gathered them rogether in him as their 
head of influence and authority, Eph. i. 10. ; there 
fore (though they are not, like us, his body and his 
ſpouſe) when they hear this teſtimony, they will 
miniſter with the more joy to the ſaints: and, as 
upon earth, in keeping God's commandments there is 
a great reward, ſo no doubt it is in heaven ; where 
every dutiful ſpirit drinks deep of the rivers of God's 
pleaſures, after every ſervice performed. Bliſs is 
perfect where duty is ſo. And when holy angels 
have received a preſent reward of farther divine 
communications, to their underſtanding and their 

hearts, after every act of obediential worſhip paid to 
the Lord Jeſus; feeling the boundleſs liberality of 
Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt to themſelves, they 
cannot but triumph aloud together; and exultin 
mingle their united ſhouts, at every proſpect of the 
extenſion of that kingdom, with the glory of which 
their own preſent and everlaſting bleſſedneſs is cloſely 
connected. Thus when the Lamb who is in the midſt 
of the throne, had taken the book out of the Father's 
right hand, to open its ſeals, J beheld, ſays our Ta 
S; a „„ an 


in God's Teſtimony in Heaven. 35 


and I heard the woice of many angels round about 
the throne, and the animals and the elders; and the 
number of them was ten thouſand times ten thouſands 
and thouſands of thouſands : and, as angels know no 
ceſſation of fome fort of duty, no pauſe in their 
bleſſedneſs, perhaps they are allo this moment ſaying, 
© - with a loud voice, worthy 1s the Lamb that was ſlain, 
to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and firength, 

and honour, and glory, and bling and, as he heard 
every creature Which is in heaven, and on the earth 
join their acclamation ; ſo, if my reader is a member 
of the celeſtial family, will he not unite with them 
too in ſaying, bleſſing, aud henour, nnd giory, and 
' power be unto him that ſilieth on the throne, and 

unto the Lamb forever and ever ? chap. v. 11-13. 
And if we receive God's teſtimony, in any manner 
like that in which it is received in heaven, ſimilar, 
though imperfect impreſfions will be left uneraſed 
upon our melted ſpirits from it; which leads me to 
ſome ſhort improvement of this ſubject, and, 

1. How unreaſonable is infidelity !—1f we receive 
the witneſs of man — (and where is the creature ſo 
irrationally ſceptical as wholly to refuſe this?) he 
witneſs of God is greater. It is written in the Law, 
The teſtimony of two men is true and if out of the 
mouth of two or three earthly witneſſes every word 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed, it muſt be daring infidelity, 
eſpecially with a bible in our hands, to deny the 
deity and perſonality of two of the three witneſſes 
in heaven, who. eternally unite to atteſt each of 
theſe, by all the glories of their infinite nature, and 
by all the majeſty of their government. Such a 
crime is too black for hell; and while it diſhonours 
this probationary ſtate, it cannot but produce the moſt 
dire effects: for, ſhall not he that formed the eye, ſee 

the 
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the devices uſed to prove him a liar ? ſhall not bo 
that planied the ear, hear every thing advanced 
againſt his teſtimony ?—As he has no where left 
himſelf without witneſs of his eternal power and 
godhead ; fo, by many infallible ſigns, heatteſted the 
deity, the miſſion, and grace of the Son of God; 
which are ſtill witneſſed in the church by the Spirit, 
the water, and the blood. Therefore whenever we 
ſee water, let us remember that vital ſtream which 
flowed from Immanuel's wounded fide, which 


alone can cleanſe defiled, and heal diſcaſed nature 
of its mortal wounds. Bleſſed fountain ] it was 


grace indeed that opened it for us; and which till 


feals that gracious deſign by bapfiſmal water, which 
it effects by the baptiſm of the ſpirit. And when- 
ever we ſee blood, can we forbear to think of that 


precious blood of the everlaſting covenant, which 


_ redeemed us from the curſe of the law, and bought 


for us bleſſings far more than Adam Joſt in Eden ? 
for it was the blood of him who is God over all, 


bleſſed for evermore ! yet, nor water, nor blood can 


fave us, unleſs the ſpirit witneſſes theſe all i important 


things to our ſenſual minds. 


We have heard, however, that the Spirit bears 


witneſs, becauſe the Spirit is truth ; and, becauſe 


there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 


the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, T herefore (while 
we take the comfort of this thought, that mercy ſhall 


certainly be built up for ever; thou wilt eſtabliſb the 
heavens, and thy faithfulneſs in them, Pfal. Ixxxix. 
2, Heb.) let us lay our ear to the ſky, and hear, 
with ſaints and angels, this witneſs of God; for he 
that believes is purified, overcomes the world, and 
enters into reſt; while blind infidelity gropes in the 
the dark, for an unknown good; becomes more and 

more 
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more faſcinated with the ſcenes of time; and knows 
not that Satan is binding us, in ſach chains of 
darkneſs as himſelf cannot feel. 

2. If the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt teſtify 
theſe things in heaven, this informs chriſtians and 
miniſters what they are to teſtify to the world. Ma- 
terial ideas certainly do not apply to the great J am 
but three parts of niatter not being one, einne 
conclude, either againſt the divine ſociality, or that 
of any rational ſpirit which he has made. We were 
not baptized, nor are we bleſſed, in the name of one 
God and two creatures; nor in the name of, one 
God, a creature, and a quality. True, the Lord our 
God is one Lord; but he is alſo Father, Mord, and 
Holy Ghoſt z and his Trinity will be witneſſed as 
long as his Unity; that thoſe holy fruits may full. 
blets the world, which this truth alone 1 15 adapted to 
produce. 

And whatever he has declared in the Revelation 
too, his ſervants muſt teſtify; however the ideas of 
cheir cotemporaries, about popery or other things, 
may differ from the deciſions of deity; or how much 
ſo ever men mey be ns e with what he ſays, 
or does, 

Above all, we are to witneſs RY as chriſtians 
and miniſters, that there 1s life for a dead world—not 
in ourſelves, nor in any other mere creature—not in 
a remedial law, lowered down to accommodate our 
imbecility, or to-gratify our pride—not in a phari- 
ſaical righteouſneſs, which only ſerves in the oldneſs 
of the letter nor even in that righteouſneſs which 
ſprings from a nezwneſs of the ſpirit ; but our lite 
comes from the Son of God, that vital omnipreſent 
fountain which flows into all the heirs of glory. 
Ty is that which the Hirit witneſſes by the water, 
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and the bind: in the church; and which the Father, 
Word, and Holy Ghoit witneſs on the throne in 
heaven; and which therefore it could be no diſ- 
honour to earthly Kings to witneſs from their thrones: 
But to ſet wicked men in the church, to witneſs 2 
goſpel which they never knew, and therefore hate, 

is to ſport with the bowels of divine mercy, and to 
damn fouls, as it were, in its name, 

Pur remember; ye miniſters of God—that to 
be aſhamed of ſuch a feſtimony of ſuch witneſſes, 
addreſſed to ſuch a court, and delivered from ſuch a 
throne, is to be ſuperlatively ignorant and wicked. 
And we are unfaithful to God, and cruel in the 
extreme to men, if we either witneſs any other, way 
of ſalvation to them; or deliver our teſtimony about 
this, with palpable inconſiſtencies, with Hane 
indolence, or wich liſtleſs intermiſſions. | 

3. From this account of the three Witneſſes. in 
heaven, we may learn who they are that arè meet 
for the inheritance of the ſaints in light ; ſurely, not 
Jewiſh or Chriſtian Phariſees, who either ridicule 
Chriſt's pretentions as the Son of God, or ſee no 
need of that life which is only in him. And indeed, 
no man can have fellowſhip with the apoſtles in 
glory, who refuſes a preſent fellowſhip with them 
in grace, 1 John . 3. Not only the profane 
and worldiy, but the ignorant and careleſs ſtand 
excluded from heaven; where they would hear a 
teſtimony, which they are not at all adapted to receive. 
And as the Socinian will not now ſeek life from the 
Lamb which is in the. midſt of the throne, if he was 
brought to heaven, would he not meet there a hated, 
and therefore torturing blaze of reſiſtleſs light, emitted 
from the throne of the One God, Father, Word, and 
Raj Ghoſt? Would he not there hear a — 

whic 
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Which his preſent creed has taught him to renounce 7 5 | 
Why then ſhould he, if indeed he does, wiſh for N 
heaven? Will he there laugh at glorified ſpirits, as 
at God's ſervants here? Will he tell the apoſtle John 
in heaven, that he never ſaw on one: throne the 
Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt ? Will he ſay to 
faints and angels around that throne; that they never 
ſaw, nor heard that theſe hree are one? - Alas! his 
religion has wounded chriſtian morality to the heart 
dere; and will he teach heaven his divinity too! 


A PRAYER 


O thou Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt! by the 
light of thy word I have humbly deſired to ſearch 
into the glories of thy grace; and now I lay this 

paper at thy feet. Preſerve thoſe who read it, from 
epidemic errors, and from tyrant fin; and ſend out 
thy Spirit, to teach men every where devoutly to ſay, 
that Feſus is the Lord, Let the kingdom of liebt and 
1 love come; that we may hear, as thy ſervant did, 
after he had leen the 7hree bearing record in heaven, 
every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under ihe earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and 
all that are in them ; Jaying, bleſſing, and honour, and 
glory, and power be unto him that fitteth upon the 
_ throne; who, being repreſented both by the jaſper and 
ſardine ſtone, is Father and Holy Ghoſt; and alſo 10 
the Lamo who (both in the midſt of the 7broxe, and 
in the midit of the animals and ciders) had the ſeven 
horns and ſeven eyes, which are he ſeven ſpirits of 
God; and let this praiſe to the holy Trinity, be forever 
and ever, Amen. 


I, CQME 


[ 44 1 


J. 55 
COME all 3 ye ſaints, and make your boaſt, 
In Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſi; 4 
Him ſhall my various paſſions praiſe, 
Through the long round of endleſs days. | 


oe oo ka Ts „ 
The One in Three, and Three in One, ö 
Beam grace triumphant from their throne; 

And from the heav'nly courts it ſounds, 

To the creation's utmoſt bounds, 
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Three Witneſſes on earth atteſt, 
The wond'rous ſcheme, to be” us bleſt; 
While faith the op'ning bliſs eſpies, 

And hope fits ſmiling in her eyes. 


PAUSE. 


_ IV. 

Praiſe Father, Son and Hol ly Ghoſt, 

In every clime, round ev'ry coalt : 

This work ſhall all my powers employ, | 
: Through the bright, fis of heay' nly 3 joy. 
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